THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
It is the best illustration of the enterprise and initiative
which at that early age characterized the mind of
Lieutenant Beck that he reacted immediately to what
appeared a magnificent opportunity. Obscure news
began to filter through to him in his uncongenial
surroundings in the winter of 1917-1918 that Polish
formations were beginning to rise out of the remnants
of the old Russian Army. What was there to prevent
such a result? The Poles had a common language,
common traditions, and a great historic past. Tiny
natural formations were appearing and disappearing in
that swirling world in which the old Russia was collapsing
and why should not the Polish flag form the greatest
centre of unity ? As a matter of fact, Kerensky was at
first very much opposed to a Polish Army, and it was
only after much hesitation that he authorized a single
army corps. When the Bolshevists, too, came into
power in October, 1917, they were more anxious to
Sovietize the Polish soldiers than to give them any
facilities for forming a distinctive army.
Still, Lieutenant Beck was not to be denied. He
obtained a few days3 leave of absence and presented his
plan of operation to the local head of Pilsudski's
organization. It was cordially approved, and he was
asked to wait for a few days until a courier should arrive
with more news of the actual situation in Russia. But
how was the young cadet to have his leave lengthened
so that he might wait the arrival of this courier ? Here,
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